T T

DATE OF CONTENT......

ATORFFE FwvEbi Lo

o ASSIE . 25X1_
¥ Appw\#‘éﬁ’%f;ﬂf&yse-zoosmmp CIA-RDP80-00810/:00200370005-8 gé'j
COUN?RY L’ast Gers amr REFOR? .
' 25X1 * — o
evaLuATION | | .. puace opranep_25X1 !

25X1

DATE OBTAINED

n 'BO“Séptcﬁber 1953

\TE PREPARED

| » ' ‘ ;?h'i' ‘ e 7 ,
REFERENCES____ 25X1 . A et
 PAGES - _ =xENCLOSURES (v0. &™PEY.
REMARKS . man ‘ , ' S
[Ers "2 ‘ R )
25X1 " , .
1. In late July 1953, | |Cottbus zirfield had been vacated and

could be entered freely. On 30 July, e fieid was empty
and the hengars were closed. .Sheep were grazing on the iielde In aarly asugusth,
there was no change in the status of the field. The rosd alang the Spreewsld -
railroad line which ,previgusly had been blocked ves open to passenger trafiic.
On 23 sugust, flying was observed at the field. Thirteen Yak-ifs were parksd in
front of the large hanger, The £ield it#melf was not blocked. Only & short
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25X1 ﬂfﬁheumtical Tralning was completed, Lhet T.ight Grainlng was Lo SLart
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23 and 27 sugust; some flying was seen:®

In August,l |t.he Funker Xaserne wag occupiéé by 250 te 300 YL 2

The fz;llowin{, observations were made st the field belween mid-dugust and 1 Seplember
Mid-flirust, Some Yak a:.rcraft were observed in front of the han {arsa A few sc:ldier’:,
were seen nearby,

24 Ausiigte In the morning, 12 aircraﬁ were parked in iront of t.m hangars. Three
trucks and 35 nen whe spparently were undergoing lustruction were seen nearby.

6 A b Twelve ailrcraft were seen in front of the hengers.

27 sugusto At 53120 p.m., no aircraft or soldiers were observed
1 Sentember. Between 1 pui. and 1:30 peom., eight sireraft were lined-up in front
of the hengers, three others at the ssstern end of the runway. Twe radio trucks,
1 ambulance, 1 fire truck, 1 kitechen truck, 2 trucks aend 3 sedans were also secn.
The ‘sircraft were painted olive-drab Coe of the planes took
off, climbed about S0C meters while fIying & ¢ircle over the Iield, lended spaln
on the runway and took off again before rolling tc a stop. The plene repested

this practice three times before taxying back over the sed te the eabiepn end of
the runway. Subsequently snother plsne took off for the same practices. :

st the field.

In August, the shipping of aircraft cratcs from the alrfleld contimied. (m 2L
August, about 20 crates were still observed at the installation. i

25X1

on 1 September and that fuel had been supplied recently, 25X1
In the afternoon on 27 iupust, fuel was transferpeg from five rallrcsd tank cars '
into tank trucks with trailers at the Soreewald railroad stztion. |
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25X1 7o Between 24 August and 1 September, there wzs hesvy vehiculer iraffic
mainly in the direction of Peitz.
25X1
25X1
25X1
8. At 6 pom. on 19 August, no activities wure observed at the field, #ircraft
were parked in en open hangar. On 20 and 21 Au,usi, 8 alrcralfl were lined-up
in front of the hangars. On 21 August, one of the hangars was open and it
25X1 appeared | |occup'led by sireraft. it 9430 z.1. on
22 August, IZ sircralt wore observed in front of the hangarsu"‘
_ Q. After 20 August, there wes heavy vehleular traffic at the ficld. Mogt of
the motor vehleles observed belonged to the VoL, 25X1
25X1
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10,. On 26 iugust, fuel was drained from four railroad tank cers into geveral
tank trucks with treilers at the Cottbus railrosd stetion. *ha teucks which
were occupied by VPL proceeded in the directlon of the airfield.

| ) 25X1
11, l allerediy, rround attack alroralt
were soon to be stationed at the field.

12, 4t noon on 4 September, 28 single-engine low-wlig zig_nm;}_ggs wers ehserved 25X1

in froant of the hancars and at the teke-off point. [ 25X1

25X1 . | [ FIying

25X1 3s -4_- ont. Frevious information which indicated that Cotibus alriield
‘ Was tompletely vacated ie corrected by the present report inasmuch as it

indicstes that the Soviets and all airgraft left the ield while ithe VPL

25X1 units remalned there. {4 couwid be detemnined thetv the
Soviet treining reglw Welzow airfield and probably
transferred Trom there to Puetnitz. ifter & temporyry susvemsion.of cir
activity by VL, Yak-18s were made avallable tc tie W1 in Cottbus for
further £light training. Vsrlous reports received previcusly indicated,
hovever, that VP pilots are not trained on jet airecrafi.

25X1 20| Lgm& The Main Department of the Reer Services of tae Wi
operations steff is housed in the former Funker Kaserne on the eastern
edge of Cottbus mirfield. The other deparimenis of this operabions steff
and the 30lst »irfield Supply Bn are, allegedly, quartered in the girifield
area north of the rosd to Burg, while the Kereitschaftesstab {civision
headquarters) and the 60lst VP Re.t are quartered south of this rogd.

25X1 %Q&m Adreraft cretes hzve been shipped away from Cottbus sirfield
_ since mid=July 1953. according te previous information; most of the crates
were empty. llowever, some of the crates sre believed % have zonteined
alreraft becnuse they were gusrded. The present locuiicn of the 30 te 100
MiG-158 which had been supplied to Cottbus alrfisld in fpril 1953 could
not be determined. It is belleved that zbout 30 of thege HiG-l5s were
assigned to the former Soviet tralning regiment. The other MiG~15s were
__ possibly assirned to fighter reziments stetioned at wurious airfieldsa

+ 25X1

25X1 fwl &mﬂah 11-108 are reported for the first time at Cottbus’ eirfleld.
: oesibly training on ground attack aireraft 1s scheduled to rapluce the
previoue traini:g with Jet fighters. :
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